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Agricultural conditions differ considerably from those prevailing
east of the Rocky Mountains. There is much fertile land, but it
is scattered throughout the country, in the river valleys, along
lake shores, on the deltas, and in other districts which have been
cleared of timber. In the dry belt, where grassland occurs, irrigation
Is necessary to ensure good crops. Mixed farming is general in
the southern part of the province. Cereals are grown in many
places, but are chiefly used for feeding stock, ranching being an
important industry. Farther north, along the National Trans-
continental Railway, and in the Peace and Athabasca river dis-
tricts, some attention is being paid to the cultivation of wheat,
but the amount produced is still small. As much of the land is
forested, and as cultivation is more difficult than in the east, it is
probable that progress will be slow, and that it will not be until
more intensive cultivation is necessary in the Winnipeg Basin
that wheat-growing on a large scale will prove remunerative west
ol the Rocky Mountains.
Fruit-growing is one of the most important industries in the
south of British Columbia. In all the fertile valleys, west of the
Rocky Mountains and south of Cariboo, apples, pears, cherries,
plums, and small fruits can be grown. Peaches, grapes, and
nectarines are chiefly raised in the interior, south of the Canadian
Pacific main line, where the warm, dry summers produce excellent
crops, but render irrigation necessary. Among the principal dis-
tricts in which fruit is at present grown are Vancouver Island, New
Westminster, Okanagan, Lillooet, Yale, and Kootenay,
British Columbia accounts for nearly one-half of the annual
value of Canadian fisheries. The Skeena, the Fraser, and other
rivers along the west coast are ascended each year by vast
numbers of salmon, and these contribute about two-thirds of
the value of the annual output. Halibut fishing from Prince
Rupert ranks next in importance, and a certain amount of
whaling is also carried on.
Mineral wealth is both abundant and varied, though its full
extent is unknown. Gold occurs in placer deposits in many parts
of the interior, but the output is relatively small; it is worked by
hydraulic methods, chiefly in the Atlin district in the north and in
the Cariboo and Quesnol districts in the east. Lode-mining is also
widely distributed, but the Lillooet district in the west, the Portland